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Since	we	live	by	the	Spirit,	let	us	keep	in	step	with	the	Spirit.	—Galatians 5:25  
 

Dear Beloved FBC Family, 

Grace and peace to you in the beautiful month of July! As summer unfolds 
around us, we continue seeking a deeper understanding of the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. Through worship, prayer, study, and service, we are 
learning what it means to be open to God's leading and attentive to His voice. 
As we do so, we continue walking in our 2026 theme, "Built	Together	in	
Christ:	One	House,	Many	Nations"	(Ephesians 2:19–22), trusting that the 
Holy Spirit is shaping, strengthening, and uniting us for God's purpose. 

Before we look ahead, I must give thanks for what was truly a wonderful program—our 2026	 
Children’s	Day	Program held on June 13th was amazing. It was so wonderful listening to what our 
children had to say in their own words, and then as I looked to my right, there were two generations 
of my family serving alongside me: my daughter Chandra who brought a sermonette and my grand-
daughter Chylé who was worship leader. Thank you to Rev. Linda McKenzie, our Christian Educa-
tion Minister; to Diane Halbert, our Deacon representative; and to our Sunday School teachers: 
Kathie Zeman, Annette Stefanini, Tom Stefanini, and Chandra Robinson. And special thank you to all 
of our children who participated and shared their gifts, their talents, and their stories. 

Reϐlecting on June: 

· The	American	Baptist	Women gathered at our church on June 13th. We had a wonderful time 
of fellowship, encouragement, and faith. Naomi Stanley did a great job hosting the event. 

· I was blessed to attend the Framingham Juneteenth Flag-Raising event. I give thanks for freedom, 
reflecting on our nation’s history, and recommitting ourselves to the ongoing work of justice, unity, 
and reconciliation through Christ. 

· We celebrated Father’s Day on June 21st. We always celebrate and give thanks for fathers, grandfa-
thers, mentors and all those who guide and support others with wisdom, strength, and love. 

· Congratulations to Evan Harris and Sam Feldman. We are proud to celebrate Evan and Sam as 
they graduate from high school and prepare to begin this exciting new chapter in their lives. Con-
gratulations, Evan and Sam! We pray God’s continued blessings and guidance over your future. 

As we move through the joyous months of July and August, we look forward to opportunities to  
celebrate, connect, and grow together in faith. Summer offers us time to reϐlect on God's blessings, 
enjoy fellowship with one another, and continue serving Christ in our community. 

· Independence	Day	(July	4th). As we celebrate Independence Day, we give thanks for the free-
doms we enjoy and remember the responsibilities that come with them. We pray for our nation, 
our leaders, and all who work toward justice, peace, and the common good. 

 



 

 

· Our	Voices	Unite:	Singing	for	America	(July	12th). We invite you 
to join us on the Framingham Centre Common as the Framingham 
Interfaith Community Association presents Our Voices Unite: Sing-
ing for America. This nonpartisan, interfaith, open-hearted musical 
gathering will bring together people of many faith traditions. 
Through music, fellowship, and shared community, we will cele-
brate the truth that, while our traditions may differ, we are united 
by our common desire for peace, understanding, justice, and hope. 

· A	Place	to	Turn	(APTT). I will be volunteering at A Place to Turn this summer, and I encour-
age anyone who is able to consider volunteering as well. Serving our neighbors in need is a 
powerful way to live out Christ's call to love and compassion. It is deeply rewarding to meet 
people where they are, hear their stories, and be reminded that even small acts of kindness can 
make a meaningful difference. 

In August, I will be taking some time off (August 1–9) to spend some time with family and friends. I 
will also be in attendance at TABCOM’s Pastor Camp (August 24–27). 
Before I close, I invite each of you to complete our Congregational Care Survey (https://forms.gle/
q1pGKKdxQ74mF9k28). As we continue to be built together in Christ, your responses will help us 
care for one another more intentionally and celebrate the unique stories, interests, and needs with-
in our church family. Thank you for taking a few minutes to participate. 
Church family, one of the greatest gifts of the Holy Spirit is that we never walk alone. The Spirit 
guides us when we are uncertain, strengthens us when we are weary, and calls us forward when 
God has more for us to do. My prayer for us this July is that we remain open to God's presence, at-
tentive to His voice, and willing to follow wherever He leads. May we continue to be a church that 
reϐlects Christ's love, welcomes all people, and lives boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
With gratitude and joy, 

Pastor Robyn 
Rev. Robyn Monique Mars  
PastorFBCFramingham@gmail.com | 781-526-4241 

July Birthdays August Birthdays 

 2 Matthew Moore 
 5 Austin Bell 
 5 Cristina Bell 
 5 Ahlea Tucker 
 9 Samantha Poole 
 14 Rocky Wilder 
 22 Sarah Wilder 
 23 Judy Llewellyn 
 24 Tom Stefanini 
 27 Willow Wilder 
 28 Edward Zeman 
 28 Rev. Jerrie Shepard Matney 
 29 Patti Devine 
 31 Diane Halbert 

 1 Rev. Robyn Mars 
 3 David Newcomb 
 6 Daniel Rutherford 
 7 June Cooper 
 8 Dara Badoo 
 8 Joe Borghetti 
 10 Annabelle Rutherford 
 10  Izabella Ishagara 
 11 Chestine Kate (CK) Azurin 
 12 Catherine Paiva 
 13 Betina Ndzi 
 13 Karen Vaz 
 16 Aileen Erguiza 
 17 Steve Robinson 
 17 Robert Hyslop 
 18 Jillian Kelley 
 19 Jim Wakeman, Sr. 
 20 Ceil Robinson 
 20 Erika Velazco 
 21 Ryan Watton 
 23 Tami Beth Long 
 24 Paul Vaz 
 27 Amanda Sonnenberg 
 31 Coleen Allen 
 31 Avril Wallel 



 

 

July 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2  3  4 Independence 
Day 
. 

5  
10:00 am Worship 

6 7 8 
 

9 
 

10 11  
 

12  
10:00 am Worship & 
WMO 

13 14 15 
 

16 
 
 

17 18 
 

19  
10:00 am Worship & 
WMO 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23  
 

24 
 

25 

26 
10:00 am Worship & 
WMO 

27  
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31   

We will collect the World Mission Offering (WMO)  
on July 12, 19, and 26.  

August 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

2  
10:00 am Worship 

3 
 

4  5 
 

6 
 

7 8 

9   
10:00 am Worship 
 

10 11  
7:00 pm Exec 
Council 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14  15 

16  
10:00 am Worship 

17  
 

18 
7:00 pm A&F 

19 
 

20 
 

21 22 

23 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Missions 

24 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27  
 

28 29 

30  
10:00 am Worship 

31 
7:00 pm  Deacons 

     

 

Notes:  AA meets Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at noon in Reilly Hall. 
  Holy Bible Baptist Church rents space Sundays, 3–7 p.m. 

All calendar entries are subject to change. 



 

 

 
 

 

Adult Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School will resume on September 13 at 9:45 a.m. If you are 
interested, you may speak to, call, or email Rev. Linda McKenzie. Please 
consider joining the group for a special start to worship. 

Executive Council News 

Executive Council met via Zoom on June 9, 2026. Here are highlights of the meeting: 

· The Board of Administration & Finance received three estimates for repairing potholes.  
Repaving the entire lot would be cost prohibitive. 

· Column work will start by the end of the month. 

· Deacons have been asked to make contact with those on their Shepherd Lists in person, on the 
phone, or by email. This may take some time. 

· The next Youth Sunday will be September 27. 

· World Mission Offering will be taken on three Sundays in July. 

· Henry and Francesca continue to handle A/V duties. CK Azurin and Betsy Ndzi are being 
trained to help. 

· Pastor Robyn is being trained as a volunteer at A Place To Turn. APTT has local drop-off loca-
tions for distributing food. Would our church be a drop-off location? 

· We have been invited to apply for a program through ABHMS called the Nurturing Children 
Initiative. This program, which is within our denominational family, aims to equip, resource, 
and encourage churches in their ministry with children from birth to 12 years of age. 

·  Many thanks to all who prepared the church and greeted guests during the Framingham History 
Center House Tour on May 17. 

The next Executive Council meeting is Tuesday, August 11, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  

Members of Executive Council are Linda Devine, Kathie Zeman, Jay Reilly, Al Harrington, Kelly 
Rutherford, Francesca Cerutti-Harris, Naomi Stanley, Cheryl Perry, Diane Halbert, and Pastor Robyn. 
 

Your Chance to Provide Music for the Summer  

.The “professional” choir is taking the summer off. Now is the time for the rest 
of you to share your musical talent — singing solo or with others or playing a 
musical instrument — during the Sunday service. Please see Naomi Stanley to 
sign up to provide special music for worship in July and August. 

Ushering Opportunities 

We have openings for ushers through December of this year. Ushering is a simple, rewarding 
yet vital service that you can supply during our worship services. If you are interested in helping 
on one or more Sundays, please tell Diane Halbert when you see her in church or send an email 
to halbertdv@gmail.com. Thank you for serving your church in this important way. 

From July 5 through September 6,  
morning worship will begin at 10:00 a.m.  



 

 

World Mission Offering in July 
Together with other churches, we are focusing this year on Isaiah 43:18-19: “Forget the former 
things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not  
perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”  
This passage reminds us that transformative ministry is not based on doing the same thing over and 
over. God invites us to engage in “new things.” Global servants share the gospel in ways that are 
understandable in their unique places of service. They also invite us to see God at work in other 
parts of the world from a perspective we can’t always glimpse firsthand due to our limited 
knowledge and understanding. Their stories invite us to journey with them to see God’s new work 
through the eyes of people we may never encounter.  
Whether here in Framingham and nearby towns, across our state or country, or around the world, 
God’s mission is undergirded by communities with open hands, humble hearts, and eyes wide with 
wonder. We invite you to give generously (in person, by mail, or via Venmo) to the World Mission 
Offering as you discover what new thing God is doing in you! 

Board of Administration & Finance Update 

The A&F Board will not hold its regular monthly meetings in June and July.  
However, as usual, we will continue to do our roles during this time. We are  
always available to discuss your questions or concerns. 
The Board wants to update you on two significant projects that will happen over 
the summer. First, the church has hired MMR Restoration to inspect and restore the 
lower exterior portion of the church and to replace the three deteriorating columns 
in the front. This will be the third project MMR has done at the church. Previously, it restored the 
upper portion of the church, including steeple and weathervane repair. It also replaced one of the 
columns in the front of the church. MMR has demonstrated that it is fair, does quality work, and is 
easy with which to work. The work should begin soon and will take about four weeks to complete.  
The second project is pothole repair. We have selected a local contractor, Paul G. Smith, Inc. He 
will prepare and fill in about 30 holes. Mr. Smith will begin the pothole repair soon after MMR’s 
restoration work is complete. 
The two projects will cost a little over $100,000. Since these repairs were not anticipated and are 
not funded in this year’s budget, we are transferring funds from our endowment. We have been 
blessed that several deceased members decided to establish accounts to assist with the long-term 
capital needs of the church. 

Congratulations to Theresa 

Theresa Abiola-Gamba of our church was recently presented the Lions Clubs International Key To 
Service Award from District 33K Governor Anthony L. Baliola. The award recognized Theresa’s 
outstanding dedication, leadership, and commitment to serving others throughout the 2025-2026 
Lions year. Governor Tony thanked Theresa for her unwavering support of the mission of Lions 
Clubs International. He stated that her passion for helping those in need and commitment to em-
powering our communities with dignity and care have exemplified the spirit of service and the val-
ues of Lionism. The Key To Service Award recognizes Theresa for her aid in helping unlock oppor-
tunities, inspire volunteerism, and strengthen the impact of service throughout District 33K and her 
home District in Uganda. Her contributions have made a meaningful difference in the lives. of 
countless individuals.  
Theresa is a member of the Lions Club of Framingham, and her home Lions Club in Uganda.  

 



 

 

 

First Baptist Church in Framingham 

1013 Worcester Road 

PO Box 2415 

Framingham, MA 01703 

On July 5, the powerful words of Frederick Douglass come to life at Reading Frederick Douglass Together. Pastor 
June Cooper and Brian Halbert will speak at the event. Through the community reading of “What to the Slave Is 
the Fourth of July?” we will explore the conƟnuing legacy of slavery and racism in this country. Douglass’s speech, 
delivered on July 5, 1852, in Rochester, NY, is as relevant today as it was 174 years ago. It holds up a mirror to 
America and points out the work that sƟll needs to be done if we are to be the country our founders envisioned.  
 
For more informaƟon on how to be part of this event, contact Suzanne Maas or BeƩe LoƩerman 
(smaas2410@icloud.com) (loƩermanb@yahoo.com ). Volunteer greeters, as well as set-up and clean-up support, 
are needed. To learn more, click here. 


