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FI"O m th e f[;)(;\;gragé love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. —
P astor Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.
g —Amos 5:24

As we enter the month of February, we do so standing at the intersection of re-

/ _.:\\ Dear Beloved Church Family,
=i

\ membrance, love, and hope. This is a month that invites us to reflect deeply—on
\ Black History Month, on Valentine’s Day, and on the enduring truth that love
and justice are at the very heart of God’s story.

Black History Month is a sacred invitation to remember how faith has

sustained God’s people through hardship and hope alike. As we honor the witness of Black Christians
who trusted God in the face of injustice, we are reminded that their faith is part of the Church’s shared
story—one that calls all of us to live with courage, humility, and love today.

February also reminds us of love—not the fleeting kind, but the deep, abiding love that Jesus embodied
and taught. Christ’s ministry was rooted in love: love for the forgotten, love for the marginalized, love
that healed, restored, and reconciled. As a church, we are called to reflect that same love—in how we treat
one another, how we welcome others, and how we serve our community.

This month, [ am excited that we will begin our Wednesday evening Bible Studies. Gathering around
God’s Word is one of the most powerful ways we grow together, deepen our faith, and strengthen our
bonds as a church family. I encourage you to join us as we study, ask questions, and learn side by side.

I also want to pause and give thanks for our youth. While our Youth Service on January 25th was dis-
rupted by the snowstorm, [ am deeply grateful to Chylé Rivera and Najay Allen for stepping up and
standing in the gap. Their willingness to serve is a beautiful reminder that God is already at work in the
next generation. We look forward to even more youth participation and leadership as the year unfolds.

As a church family, we also pause to mourn the loss of two beloved long-time members, Shirley Ross
and Marilyn Wakeman. Their lives, faith, and faithful presence among us helped shape this congregation
in ways that continue to bless us today. We give thanks for the years they shared with this church, for the
love they extended, and for the witness they leave behind. We hold their families and loved ones in our
prayers, trusting in the promise that even in our sorrow, God’s comfort and hope surround us.

As we move forward, I am filled with anticipation for the months ahead—especially as we continue pre-
paring for the 200th Anniversary of First Baptist Church in Framingham. Two hundred years of faith-
fulness is no small testimony. We honor the saints who built this church, and we prepare with joy for what
God is still calling us to become.

My prayer for us this February is that we will be a people rooted in love, committed to justice, eager to
learn, and ready to grow—together. May God continue to knit us together as one house, many nations,
built firmly on the foundation of Christ. - ’

With love, gratitude, and great hope, ;
Pastor Robyw ol BB
Rev. Robyn Monique Mars

PastorFBCFramingham@gmail.com | 781-526-4241




February 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 Groundhog | 3 4 5 6 7
10:30 am Worship Day 7:00 pm Bible | 7:00 pm Choir
11:30 am Potluck Study Rehearsal
Valentine Card Making
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Valentine’s
10:30 am Worship / 7:00 pm Execu- | 7:00 pm Bible | 7:00 pm Choir Day
RMMO tive Council Study Rehearsal
11:30 am 200th Comm.
15 16 Presidents 17 18 19 20 21
10:30 am Worship / Day 7:00 pm A&F | 7:00 pm Bible | 7:00 pm Choir
RMMO Study Rehearsal
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:30 am Worship 7:00 pm Bible
Study
7:00 pm
Deacons

SILENT AUCTION IS OPEN ALL MONTH! BID EARLY AND OFTEN!

First Baptist Church in
Framingham

@FBCFramingham

Notes:

AA meets Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at noon in Reilly Hall.

Holy Bible Baptist Church rents space Sundays, 3—7 p.m.

February Birthdays

All calendar entries are subject to change.

5

9

13
13
14
14
20
22

Marques McEwan
Emmanuel Badoo

Oshin Samuel
Henry Carlson

Martin Hennelly

Cheryl Perry

Velissa Velazco

Lynn Monaco
Lecia Shronce

23
24
24
26
26
26
27
28

Jane Williams
Akosua Badoo
Carlota Velazco
Nancy Devine
Scott Llewellyn
Kate Thompson
Patrick Watton
Roberta Hannon

s

If you cannot attend worship in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, you may always join
online by visiting the church website (www.firstbaptistframingham.org) and clicking the
ONLINE WORSHIP button. Enter the password shown below that button.

Also, if the weather is severe (blizzards, hurricanes, etc.), the Pastor and the Deacons may
cancel a service. Check the church website or Channel 5 TV for an announcement.




Executive Council News

Executive Council met via Zoom on January 13, 2026. Here are highlights of the meeting:

e Lead abatement at Pleasant St. apartment 1R is completed, an occupancy permit has been
issued, and Family Promise is looking for a client to move in.

e  We received 26 pledges for 2026.

e The Deacons will give the Right Hand of Fellowship to Rev. Lois Adams and Victor Griffiths in
February.

e We still need a new handheld microphone for the time of celebrations and concerns and another
mic for the communion table.

e The Missions Board is preparing its 2026 budget: $14,064 pledged to missions for 2026, up
from $9260 in 2025.

e February 1 (after potluck), we will be making Valentine cards for distribution to an adult day
program in Natick.

e We will create a pictorial church directory for the 200th anniversary. People can submit photos
or have them taken after the Easter service. We will also take a new all-church picture on Easter.

e  Worship service is now live on YouTube.
e More A/V operators are needed. Perhaps youth could do this on Youth Sundays.

e Openings still exist for A&F and Missions boards, Executive Council at-large member, and
TABCOM delegate.

e The Pastoral Relations Committee has been formed and will meet after the annual meeting.
e Pastor Robyn will be starting a Wednesday night Bible study on Zoom in February.

e For the 200th Anniversary, a Silent Auction will be held during February; FBC will most likely
be on the Framingham House Tour (May 17, 2026); letters to support our mission project
(freezer for A Place to Turn) will go out and include church magnets (that did not arrive in time
for Framingham Fest).

The next Executive Council meeting is Tuesday, February 10, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

Members of Executive Council are Linda Devine, Kathie Zeman, Jay Reilly, Al Harrington,
Francesca Cerutti-Harris, Naomi Stanley, Diane Halbert, Cheryl Perry, and Pastor Robyn,

Church Notes

We extend deepest sympathy to Jim Wakeman, Jimmy Wakeman, Judy Llewellyn, and the entire
family on the passing of Marilyn Wakeman on January 24. Marilyn was a vital part of First Baptist
and Park Street Baptist churches for many decades, serving in multiple important roles. Notably, she
was church clerk from 1987 until her retirement from that job at the end of 2020. Calling hours will
be from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday, February 6, and her funeral will be at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
February 7, at Norton’s Funeral Home, 53 Beech Street in Framingham. Interment will follow the
funeral at Edgell Grove Cemetery.

We also offer condolences to the Reverend Amy Clark Feldman, who lost her dad on January 28.
Arrangements are incomplete at this time.



On January 22, church member Phyllis Devine celebrated her 101*
birthday! On the day before, she was honored by the Framingham
Housing Authority with a party, a proclamation by the mayor of
Framingham, and a special poem about her wonderful long life.

Save the date! Mark your calendar now for the
installation of our new pastor on Sunday, March 8,
at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary. The theme is Anointed
to Serve, and supporting scripture is Isaiah 61:1-3.
Watch for more information as the time gets closer.

February Evening Bible Study

Pastor Robyn will be leading a Bible Study on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. for the month of February.
The theme is Hearing God’s Story: How the Bible Speaks to Us. To join the group, just let Pastor
Robyn or Ray Zeman know so that you can get the Zoom link.

Date and Topic Scripture Think About It

February 4 2 Timothy 3:14-17
What Is the Bible—and Why | Psalm 119:105
Does It Matter?

The Bible is not just a book of rules or
stories—it is God’s living word that
shapes, corrects, comforts, and
guides us.

February 11
How to Read the Bible
Faithfully (Not Fearfully)

Luke 24:13-35 (The | Jesus meets people inside Scripture
Road to Emmaus) and helps them understand it in
community.

Genesis 1:26-31
Micah 6:8

February 18
The Big Story of the Bible
(Creation to Redemption)

The Bible tells one unfolding story:
God creates, humanity breaks trust,
God pursues restoration.

February 25 Genesis 12:1-3
Why Start at the Beginning? | Hebrews 11:8-12
Preparing for Genesis

Genesis is not just about origins—it’s
about God forming a people and mak-
ing promises that bless all nations.

Valentine Card Project

The Board of Missions invites you to gather on \
Feb 1 after the potluck lunch to mak e
ebruary 1 after the potluck lunch to make & ‘ /9

Valentine cards for guests who attend the Elder- {P Q
Well Adult Day Program in Natick. Elder-Well < Sunday ﬁ,
offers nonmedical, social day services for older S &
adults who feel isolated at home or need memory > =
support. Even small gestures can have a powerful @ @
impact, and we can become “pen pals” for these © v O

people living with limited social interaction or We will be sharing them with the Eider-Wel

memory loss. Thanks for helping to bring a smile
to their faces.

Adult Day Care in Natick
Join us after the Pot Luck Lunch
All ages and abilities welcome!



Continued Collection for Retired Ministers and Missionaries

We collected the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) twice in January and will
again receive donations on February 8 and 15. You may place yours in the offering plate or send it
via check or Venmo to help reach our $800 goal. The recipients greatly appreciate your generosity.

RMMO celebrates, and expresses

thanks to our servant leaders. Worthy Of Iove
The funds collected are distributed
as thank you checks.

Recipients include retired ordained
ministers and commissioned
missionaries who have devoted

15 years or more to ABCUSA, as well
as surviving spouses.

The recipients always pause to
express their gratitude.

e

For the winter months, we
have been filling our Food
Wagon with personal care
items, and we would love

First BaptiSt Chur ch to gather even more. You
Winter Food Wagon may still add soap, tooth-
suggestions paste, diapers, cleaners,
FZSOML CAZF "3“‘ shampoo, feminine care
? « Liquid S0P products, and other useful
. f Soa . .
g e
te .
. T:) (;ZE:S (always r?eeded?,ucts you prefer to contribute
« Household Cleaning Pro Any and all Donations

funds via check or Venmo,
just note that your gift is
for the food wagon.

« Laundry Detergent Are Greatly

Appreciated!



200™ Anniversary Fund
Silent Auction

Call for Donations!
» Accepting New or Used items

*» Services/Activities
o Past auctions included baked goods, a

catered picnic, and yardwork.
» Ask your favorite business to
donate a Gift Card
Be creative! —Please contact
Kathie Zeman with your ideas.
kczeman@gmail.com

The excitement is building as we begin our Silent Auction to raise funds to support the 200th
Anniversary events.

You will have the chance to browse an eclectic mix of items. Here is just a small sample of some
of those available (more items arriving almost every day):

Bath and Body Works gift bag

Christmas teapot

Canoe ride on Learned’s Pond (thanks to Linda Devine and Jim Stone)
Candy basket (no chocolate, kid friendly)

Sur la Table maple carving board

Charlie perfume

Hand-crafted wooden tray made by Ray Zeman

Starting February 1, each item will be displayed in Reilly Hall with a bidding sheet, enabling
participants to place offers discreetly throughout the entire month of February. Bidding closes
Sunday, March 1, with items awarded to the highest bidder. It’s a relaxed, engaging way to dis-
cover hidden treasures while helping the 200th Anniversary Committee to defray some costs of
the celebration. Accepted payment forms are cash, check, and Venmo.

Whether you’re hoping to snag a special gift, treat yourself to something, or simply soak in
the atmosphere, the Silent Auction offers something for everyone. So venture downstairs any
Sunday in February to see what catches your eye.

FBC FACT 141:
2015 First Baptist
Church members
enjoyed a July picnic
at Ashland State
Park.




Yoa Can Be A Star //

Our Annual Talent Show will be held after a light
lunch on Sunday, March 22, 2026. This event is always
a lot of fun but more importantly is one of the major
fundraisers for the Levin/Chute Scholarship Fund.
Please think about sharing your talents (whatever they
PP 99999~ may be) or just being part of the audience. Desserts and
snacks will be on sale at intermission, and we will take
a free-will offering for the Scholarship Fund.

New FBC Facebook and

Instagram Pages FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
If you’re on Facebook or Instagram, or F AHCAEsBsoNf WND
would like to be, you can follow our | -
church on those sites now. You will see INSTAGRAM PAGE!
updates on church-related activities and
will be able to add to or comment on the
content there.
O
D n
)

Search for
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN FRAMINGHAM
We are switching from a Group to an Organization page

Annual Meeting Recap

Major thanks to everyone who braved the snowstorm and to those who joined online to attend the
church’s annual meeting on Sunday, January 25, giving us a full quorum and more. We started with
a touching remembrance led by Kathie Zeman of Shirley Ross, whom we lost in 2025. We then vot-
ed on the new slate of nominations (included in this newsletter) as well on budgets for the general
fund and missions. We sincerely thank our Board of Missions chair, Francesca Cerutti-Harris, our
treasurer, Ray Zeman, and the entire Board of Administration & Finance for the work that went into
creating the budgets. Diane Halbert, chair of the Nominating Committee, was wonderfully efficient
(and persuasive?) in recruiting for open positions.

The meeting ended with an invitation for people to step up as they can to help with opening the
building on Sunday mornings and running the audiovisual equipment during services. If you are
interested in contributing in these ways, please contact any member of the Executive Council or
Board of Administration & Finance. Of course, you are always welcome to support the church with
any of your special gifts that you would like to share.

If you would like a copy of the annual report, please see Linda Devine or Kathie Zeman. You also
may contact the church office for a PDF version. You will want to read all the information in the
report from our pastors, clerk, and board chairs. It also contains financial reports on several funds
and activity in the general fund and missions accounts. We are grateful to the church staff, officers,
board chairs, fund treasurers, internal auditor, and board and committee members for their dedica-
tion and hard work throughout the year. Now that we have a settled pastor, we are even more



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN FRAMINGHAM
Nominations for 2026
Nominating Chair: Diane Halbert

Key: * = vote needed for new term; > = continuing term; YEAR = last full year of term

CHURCH OFFICERS: Elected Annually
CHAIR OF A&F and PRESIDENT': #2026 Alan F. Harrington

TREASURER': *2026 Raymond J. Zeman
CLERK (Secretary)': *2026 Kathie C. Zeman
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: *2026 Neil Halbert
MODERATOR: *2026 Linda Devine

T Statutory corporate officers in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws

CHURCH DELEGATES: Elected Annually

TABCOM: *2026 Naomi Stanley *2026 OPEN
STILLMAN ASSOCIATION: *2026 Naomi Stanley *2026  Kathie Zeman
CHURCH BOARDS

(Elected for three-year terms)

DEACONS/MINISTRY BOARD: (Suggested organization is Chair, Care and Concern, Christian Ed-
ucation & Discipleship, Hospitality & Fellowship, Worship, etc.)

>2026 Annette Stefanini >2028 Jay Reilly
>2026 Tom Stefanini >2028 Emmanuel Badoo
>2028 Diane Halbert >2028 Ethel Luton-Campbell

Visitation Manager: Position to be filled internally by the Board of Deacons/Ministry.

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE BOARD: (Suggested organization is Chair, Treasurer, Financial
Secretary, Church Building, Church Grounds, Parsonage, Pleasant St., etc.)

Church Officer A&F Chair: Al Harrington
Church Treasurer (ex officio A&F) Ray Zeman
Church Fin. Sec. (ex officio A&F) Neil Halbert

>2027 Robert Rowe *2028 Victor Griffiths
>2028 Akosua Badoo *2028 OPEN
>2028 Naomi Stanley

MISSIONS BOARD: (Suggested organization is Chair, Local Missions Coordinator, Local Events, Na-
tional & International Coordinator, Outreach, Treasurer, Secretary, etc.)

>2027 Kelly Rutherford >2028 Cheryl Perry
>2027 Bridget Blake-Mboowa ~ *2028 Lois Adams
>2028 Francesca Cerutti-Harris #2028 OPEN
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL:

Church Moderator, Church Clerk, Board of A&F Chair, Board of Deacons/Ministry Chair, Board of
Missions Chair, Communications Committee Chair, Nominating Committee Chair (attendance expected
only Oct. thru Jan.), At-Large Members

Recommended, nonvoting: Christian Ed Coordinator and Stewardship Chair (Oct. thru Dec.)



Communications Committee Chair: Annually *2026 Francesca Cerutti-Harris
Nominating Committee Chair: Annually *2026 Diane Halbert
At-Large Members: Annually *2026 Naomi Stanley, *2026 Cheryl Perry

CHURCH INTERNAL AUDITORS:
Annually *2026 Nancy Devine *2026 Wilson Ndzi

CHURCH COMMITTEES

Boards and the Executive Council appoint committee positions as indicated. Each year, the boards and
Council must confirm the appointments.

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE: (Exec. Council — 3-year term on rotating basis)
Lois Adams, Henry Mboowa, Cheryl Perry, Ceil Robinson, Kelly Rutherford, Naomi Stanley

HISTORIAN(S): (Executive Council)

Tom Stefanini

MUSIC COMMITTEE: (Deacons/Ministry)

Music Director Sarah Russo

FLOWER COMMITTEE: (Deacons/Ministry)
Diane Halbert, Naomi Stanley

USHERING COMMITTEE: (Deacons/Ministry)
Diane Halbert

WORSHIP PLANNING COMMITTEE: (Deacons/Ministry)

Naomi Stanley, Kathie Zeman, Music Director Sarah Russo

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: (Administration & Finance)
Naomi Stanley

SPECIAL FUNDS

Campership (Deacons/Ministry): Kathie Zeman, Treasurer

Deacons (Deacons/Ministry): Tom Stefanini, Treasurer
Levin/Chute (Deacons/Ministry): Diane Halbert, Naomi Stanley, Kathie Zeman (Treasurer)

Memorial (Administration & Finance): Kathie Zeman, Treasurer

NOTES
e The pastor is an ex officio member (without a vote) of all boards and committees.

e Board members may serve on only one board but also may serve on committees.



Celebrating Our Church Family: New Pictorial Directory

Just in time to celebrate 200 years, a fresh church pictorial directory is on the way, and it will be a
beautiful snapshot of our growing, diverse, multigenerational community. More than just a collec-
tion of photos, the directory helps us stay connected—putting names to faces, welcoming new
members, and strengthening the sense of belonging that makes our congregation feel like home.

Before Easter arrives, we ask families and individuals to submit pictures. If you don’t have a pic-
ture, we will take one on Easter Sunday, April 5. We will also be taking a new all-church photo on
the front steps immediately after worship on Easter. Participation is encouraged for everyone,
whether you’ve been here for decades or just recently started attending.

The finished directory will serve as a practical resource and a meaningful keepsake, capturing this
moment in our church’s story. It’s a reminder that our community is built not just on shared beliefs,
but on the people who show up, support one another, and grow together. Let’s make this directory a
vibrant reflection of the church family we cherish.

Send pictures to Kathie Zeman, kczeman@gmail.com, by Easter. Preferred formats are jpg and png.
Samuel Stillman Association Women’s Ministries World Day of Prayer

“I Will Give You Rest: Come.”

Join us for Day of Prayer, a worldwide
ecumenical Christian laywomen’s initiative
founded on the idea that prayer and action
are inseparable in the service of God’s king-
dom. The event will be held at the First
Baptist Church, 819 Massachusetts Avenue
in Arlington on Saturday, March 7, at 10
a.m. Enjoy prayer, conversation, worship,
coffee hour, and fellowship. Cost is $5 to

4 ' U iy / ;! help defray food costs.
\ | A p—

Aspire for Women 1A§ A Sp Ire
The women of the church are invited to join like-minded women I night — 3 hours Just for Women
from around the commonwealth at Aspire, an evening of laugh- [IREESEIERESEEER I LR L

. . . . . Author & Bible Teacher
ter, learning, stories, and music with three ladies on the stage: MELISSA SPOELSTRA FM'}:RQL b0
1 Bible Teacher, 1 Comedian, and 1 Musician. The event takes . CHAPE:
place Friday, March 20, at 7 p.m. at Valley Chapel in Uxbridge. 14HUNTERRD,
For more information or to go as a group, see Pastor Linda Q0 :
McKenzie (lindamckenziel 02@gmail.com). — 700miale S

MIGHELLE MILER MEINAIRSS0=tROOR O

Come early and join us for
a |5 minute panel time with
all 3 ladies based on
Hebrews 12:1-2 called
“Running the Race”

LINDSAY McCAUL

Purchase tickets at 480-812-1100 or online at:
ASPIREWO::IENSEVENTS.com




Youth Camp for Middle Schoolers

Middle schoolers are invited to attend a fantastic Sink or Swim vacation
at Oceanwood Camp & Conference Center in Ocean Park, Maine, next
summer. It is presented by the Judson & Stillman Associations.
Scholarships are available from the organization and from First Baptist
Church, so cost should not be a factor. Be sure to fill out the application

form included here to reserve your spot. July 5-10, 2026
Worship — Beach Time For more information, contact:
Outdoor Activities — Crafts Melinda Parry, zupatree@hotmail.com (Judson)
Bible Study — Campfire Bonnie Sestito, abwbonnie@gmail.com (Stillman)

Day of Missions — Vespers

L I I I S

Camper Information
Full Name:

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY): Age:

Gender: [J Male [] Female

Address:

Parent/Guardian Information

Relationship to Camper:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Payment

Registration Fee: $450.00
Non-refundable Down Payment: $100.00
Campership/Scholarship: $
Balance Due on Registration Day: $

Send your completed registration form with your nonrefundable downpayment check made payable to the
Adoniram Judson Baptist Association to Mrs. Barbara Drauschke, 99 Lynde Street, Melrose, MA 02176.

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:

L R S I

Camper Packet

After the registration has been received, a camper packet will be emailed containing instructions, medical forms,



Metrowest Chamber of Commerce

M,

- d
MetroWest.

Legislative
Reception

WED, FEBRUARY 1™
6PM - 8PM

Sheraton Framingham
1657 Worcester Rd, Framingham, MA
Worcester Room

Get Tickets Now
Metrowest.org/events

The First Baptist Church in Framingham is
now a member of the MetroWest Chamber
of Commerce. You are invited to attend a
legislative reception the chamber is sponsor-
ing on Wednesday, February 11, at 6 p.m. at
the Sheraton Framingham Hotel & Confer-
ence Center (1657 Worcester Road). The
current legislative body will discuss priori-
ties for the coming year, talk about what's
new in the commonwealth, and open the
floor for questions. Enjoy refreshments,
dedicated time for speaking segments and
questions, and networking.

If you would like to attend, you may contact
Pastor Robyn, who plans to be there as well.

FBC FACT 142: 1926 First Baptist Church observed its centennial with
a week of special events. A historical sermon was preached by the
Reverend Arthur Train Belknap, DD, a descendant of Enoch Belknap,
one of the founders. The church’s pastor, the Reverend Alfred
Wheeler, preached a forward-looking sermon.

FBC FACT 143: 1896 After the Dennison Manufacturing Company moved to
Framingham from Maine, many workers and their families chose Park Street Baptist
Church for their place of worship, causing membership to increase rapidly.




First Baptist Church in Framingham

1013 Worcester Road
PO Box 2415
Framingham, MA 01703

;o Bepair Caté

Toss it? No way!

Framingham's next Repair Cafe will be Sunday, March 1, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Scott Hall, 24
Vernon Street in Framingham.

Volunteers at the Repair Café help fix many items for free. They specialize in clean, mendable
clothing; lamps; small appliances; computers and other electronics; bikes; batteries; toys; jew-
elry; and sewing machines. They also will have a station for sharpening knives, scissors, and
garden tools. If you know what parts are needed for your job, you can save time by getting
them in advance. Donations are accepted.

For more information, visit TransitionFramingham.org/repair-café. To volunteer, go to
tinyurl.com/FramFixVolunteer or call/text Alex at 508-379-3971. This event is an all-
volunteer project of the Framingham Rotary Club with support from Transition Framingham.



